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Workshop: Sunday, October 18,  
10:30 am – 1:00 pm

Study Session: November 7, November 
21, December 5, December 19, 10:00 
am. List of subjects to come.

Tallit/Tefillin Workshop: Sunday, 
December 13, 9:30 – 10:30 am

If you have any questions, please contact 
Rabbi Lauren Kurland.

ACT – The Ansche Chesed 
Tzedakah Foundation
All Ansche Chesed students 
preparing for bar or bat mitzvah 
are invited to participate in this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
learn first-hand how charitable 
foundations operate. Through this 
year-long process, students engage 
with the difficult questions that 
arise when distributing limited 
funds to worthy causes. Students 
also learn about the connection of 
their actions to Jewish texts and 
values. The program will be run 
by Rabbi Sharon Skolnik.

Dates for this year’s program TBA.

 Teen Activities 

Teen Lunches
Throughout the year, Rabbi 
Kalmanofsky invites high school 
students to share Shabbat lunch 
with him and discuss pressing 
issues. Past discussion topics have 
included “Images of Israel” and 
“The Ethics of War and Peace.” All 
teens in grades 9 through 12 are 
invited.

Madrikh (Assistant Teacher) 
Program at the Ansche 
Chesed Hebrew School
High school students interested 
in Jewish education and working 
with children are invited to apply 
to serve as a Madrikh (classroom 
aide) at the Ansche Chesed Hebrew

School. Payment or community 
service hours are available. 

Contact Rabbi Kurland at 212 865-0600 
ext. 208 or LKurland@anschechesed.org 
to apply.

Teen Volunteer Corps
Teenagers interested in earning 
community service hours are 
invited to volunteer at family 
programs throughout the year. 
Opportunities include reading sto-
ries, assisting in art projects, and 
assisting in clean up and set up at 
family events. 

To receive more information about 
upcoming opportunities, email Rabbi  
Kurland at LKurland@anschechesed.org.

Talmud for Teens
Teens from all backgrounds are 
invited to learn Talmud in this 
teen-only program on Wednes-
day nights. This exciting class 
will have teens laughing, debat-
ing, and making friends as they 
wrestle with classic Jewish texts 
that deal with topics ranging 
from property rights to the limits 
of privacy. All texts provided in 
English.

Class meets Wednesday evenings from 
6:15 – 7:15 pm beginning September 16. 
Cost: $275.

 NEW!  
 Social Action Committee 

The Social Action Committee 
is steered by a group of Ansche 
Chesed members who wish to 
incorporate more meaning and 
tikkun olam opportunities into 
their lives. Ansche Chesed has a 
rich tradition of social action with 
volunteering opportunities rang-
ing from working in the homeless 
shelter to cleaning up Riverside 
Park and programming for fami-
lies on topics ranging from the 
crisis in Darfur to the environ-
ment. Besides the obvious goal of 
helping others, this committee 
hopes that involvement in tikkun 
olam will offer opportunities to 
augment our Jewish identities and 
to strengthen our community by 
enhancing bonds between Ansche 
Chesed members.

To join the planning committee or be put 
on the email list for future events, please 
email socialaction@anschechesed.org or 
call David Witzel at 646.327.0732.

 Shabbat Gym 

Families with children ages 1 – 7 
are invited to play in the Ansche 
Chesed gym on Shabbat after-
noons during the cold winter 
months. It’s the best indoor play 
space on the Upper West Side! A 
gym supervisor is present at all 
Shabbat Gym sessions. Parents 
are also required to stay. Registra-
tion is limited, so sign up early to 
ensure your space! 

Select Saturday afternoons, beginning 
November 21. 
Session One: 2:30–4:00 pm.  
Session Two: 4:15–5:45 pm

Families who register will receive a 
schedule of Shabbat Gym dates.

AC members $175/Non-members $225
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Community

 Lifecycle Occasions 

Celebrations
Every week of the year there is 
a celebration at Ansche Chesed. 
Members share the joy of birth-
days and anniversaries, weddings 
and graduations, brit milah and 
simhat bat, bar and bat mitzvah. 
We celebrate with family, friends, 
and community by participating 
in services, sponsoring kiddush on 
Shabbat, and just by sharing good 
news with one another.

Those who are not members are 
also welcome to celebrate with 
us or to hold events here. If you 
live in the neighborhood and find 
yourself stopping in often, you 
may want to consider joining us. 
We operate on a fair share dues 
system; each member pays a share 
of the synagogue’s operating costs 
based on income. Take a look at 
our membership form online 
(www.anschechesed.org) to see 
how this works.

If your child is 10 or older and you 
are considering celebrating a bar 
or bat mitzvah at Ansche Chesed, 
please be in touch with the office 
as soon as possible (Michelle 
Dingoor, 212 865-0600 extension 
201 or michelle.dingoor@ansche-
chesed.org). We begin scheduling 
b’nai mitzvah ceremonies three 
years in advance, and dates fill up 
quickly. The congregation requires 
all families to be members before 
the assignment of b’nai mitzvah 
dates. B’nai mitzvah families meet 
with each other and individu-
ally with the rabbi in the months 
before their celebration, and sev-
enth grade students are invited to 
join the Ansche Chesed Tzedakah 
Foundation (ACT).

Difficult Times
Rabbi Kalmanofsky, our staff, and 
our members are always available 
in times of trouble, ready to help 
lessen your burdens. Our commu-
nity comes together when some-
one is ill or a loved one dies; we 
help each family in need, however 
we can:

>> Provide counseling during a 
difficult period

>> Coordinate visits, calls, cards, 
and other help to those who 
are ill

>> Arrange for burial plots, help 
with the funeral, shmira (guard-
ing of the body) as needed

>> Provide guidance, prayer books, 
chairs, food, company, and a 
minyan for those sitting shiva

Getting Involved
We invite you to become involved 
in the richness of life at Ansche 
Chesed. Here are some of our 
committees and activities that 
welcome your participation. For 
more information about getting 
involved, please call the office.

Committees and Working 
Groups
>> Building 

>> Family Programming

>> Fundraising

>> Hebrew School Parents 

>> House 

>> Israel Programs

>> Membership

>> Outings Group 

>> Programming

>> Website

>> Welcoming visitors on Shabbat

Social Action Projects and 
Groups
As a caring community, we are 
committed to tikkun olam, repair 
of the world. Some of our projects, 
committees, and working groups 
are:

>> Homeless Shelter – Provides 
dinner, breakfast, and a safe 
place to sleep for ten men every 
night of the year.

>> Bikkur Holim – Visiting the 
sick

>> Hevra Kadisha – Preparation 
for burial

>> Hevrat Menahem Aveilim – 
Comforting mourners

>> Habitat for Humanity

>> ACT Foundation – Ansche 
Chesed bar and bat mitzvah 
tzedakah project.

>> Social Action Committee 
and Family Social Action 
Committee

>> Blood Drives

>> Tuv Ha’aretz – Community 
Supported Agriculture Project 
in cooperation with Hazon, 
a Jewish environmental 
organization.

>> Room to Grow Children’s Cloth-
ing & Book Drive – For chil-
dren in city shelters.

>> Food Drives – In cooperation 
with the West Side Campaign 
Against Hunger and Dorot.

>> Purim Tzedakah – Israel 
and Social Action tzedakah 
collections

>> Interfaith Programming 

Need Help? 
Our Bikkur Holim Committee is there 
to help when you or someone in your 
family is ill. Please contact Bettyrose 
Nelson, bettyrosenelson@gmail.com.



 Membership 

Becoming a Member 
We invite you to join us in our 
many quests: for knowledge, 
spiritual satisfaction, justice, and 
community. Being a member puts 
you in touch with everyone here, 
and gives you the opportunity to 
participate in leading services, 
planning events, and making  
community decisions. 

For more information, you  
can send an email message to 
membership@anschechesed.org, 
or call our office at 212 865-0600. 
Or you can find us on the web at 
www.anschechesed.org, where 
you can download a membership 
form.

Making a Donation 
There are many ways and many 
reasons for giving to Ansche 
Chesed. You can give a gift in 
memory of a loved one, in honor 
of someone who’s done something 
special, or to celebrate a birth 
or birthday, bar or bat mitzvah, 
anniversary, or just because you 
feel moved to do so. You can direct 
your donations to any number of 
purposes, including: 

>> General Fund 

>> Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

>> Adult Education 

>> Capital (Building) Fund

>> Children’s Services

>> Hebrew School 

>> Music Fund

>> Kiddush Fund (Sanctuary 
Minyan)

>> Shelter Fund

>> Prayerbook Fund

>> Torah Repair

 Staff Directory 

Rabbi
Jeremy Kalmanofsky 
212 865-0600 Ext. 210 
rjk@anschechesed.org

Director of Education
Rabbi Lauren Kurland 
212 865-0600 Ext. 208 
lkurland@anschechesed.org

Music Director
Hazzan Natasha Hirschhorn 
212 865-0600 Ext. 242 
nhirschhorn@anschechesed.org

Executive Director
Joshua Hanft 
212 865-0600 Ext. 209 
jhanft@anschechesed.org

Assistant Executive Director
Michelle Dingoor 
212 865-0600 Ext. 201 
mdingoor@anschechesed.org

Program Coordinator
Sharri Posen 
212 865-0600 Ext. 205 
sposen@anschechesed.org

Family Educator
Dena Wachtel 
212 865-0600 215 
dwachtel@anschechesed.org

Administrative Assistant
Jamiilah Outlaw 
212 865-0600 Ext. 202 
joutlaw@anschechesed.org

Accounts Payable/
Receivable
Mariya Liberova 
212 865-0600 Ext. 206 
mliberova@anschechesed.org

Security Desk
212 865-0600 Ext. 203

Maintenance Office
212 865-0600 Ext. 204

 Board of Trustees 

Executive Committee
Roberta Kupietz Shapiro
President

Robert Frost
Vice President

Carolyn Greene
Vice President

Frances Degen Horowitz
Vice President

Richard Cantor
Treasurer

Debra Greenberg	
Secretary

Trustees
Lori Cohen
Alan Divack
Freda Eisenberg
Donna Fishman
Robin Forman
Sascha Freudenheim
Israel Fridman
Dan Marc Jacob
Gary Kallman
Iris Korman
Carol Levithan
Sheldon Lewis
Bali Miller
Elaine Morris
Bettyrose Nelson
Mindell Seidlin
Sara Shudofsky
Nancy Sinkoff
Mark Sirota
Barry Stern
Ellen Tucker
Michael Wise
David Witzel
Anthony Zak
Honorary Trustees
Maks Etingin
Samuel Schiff
Herta Shriner
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